The Newlyn Archive
Review 2014-2015
2014 was a good year for the archive. We opened every Friday
morning, except for public holidays. Our fantastic Friends continued
to give their time to research, develop and catalogue the archive, to
open the archive to the public on Friday morning, and to help with
the five Open Days which attracted a staggering 930 people. By the
end of 2014 there were 275 Friends of the Archive.
In 2014 we integrated the Lamorna Society Archive and this has
enhanced the collection of documents and photographs associated
with the old artist colonies at Newlyn and Lamorna. We have a new
Lamorna Catalogue which includes sections on Lamorna, its people
and the Lamorna Society.
2014 has also been
memorable for the huge
support in funding we have received. We received a total
of £4520. Many thanks go to our sponsors.
Please visit the website http://newlynarchive.org.uk/ and
download the archive catalogues.
Below: Visitors to the Open Day in October 2014 find something of interest in
the archive display books.
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Those that Got Away: the Migrants
Saturday February 15 2014
The story of Newlyn’s migrants attracted 69 visitors
to the Open Day. A real treat was a table full of cakes
made by our secretary Amanda Thompson and her
mother to raise funds for the archive.
The display told the story of the men who left to
make their fortune. Some did not get back, leaving
behind grieving women and children; others were
successful and were joined by their families to make a
better life in the new world; some returned much
richer and named their homes after foreign places.
The Welcome Stranger, the largest alluvial gold
nugget ever found, was discovered by John Deason
and Richard Oates at Moliaghul in Australia on
February 5 1869. Richard Oates was Newlyn Archive
membership secretary Diane Tredinnick’s uncle's
uncle. He returned home to marry but the family
returned to Australia where Richard died in 1906.
Right: Photo from the re-enactment of finding of the 'Welcome Stranger'
in February 1969.

Newlyn and the Sea
Friday & Saturday April 11-12 2014
300 visitors attended this two-day event including a large contingent from the Cornwall Women’s
Institute. More than a hundred of its members relished the opportunity to explore some of
Newlyn’s quaint streets and to discover more about the
town’s rich history during some interesting walks round
Newlyn led by Friends of the Archive, Andrew Gordon,
Ron Hogg, Linda Holmes and Ann Pilcher. They were also
able to attend a talk about Newlyn’s Master Mariners from
the archivist Pam Lomax.
The rich heritage of Newlyn’s relationship with the sea
was illustrated by photographic displays about the lives of
Newlyn’s master mariners, the epic voyage of The Rosebud
and The Mystery, the vital role played by the post war
Stevenson’ trawler fleet, the bravery of lifeboat crews, and
stories of shipwrecks and smuggling. A remarkable film
record of the tragic loss of the Penlee lifeboat, along with
an account of the vital role of The Fishermen’s Mission
provided a sad reminder of the sacrifice men and women
have made in coming to the aid of our brave seaman.
Above: Photo of Captain Tonkin, who was killed by pirates in the China Sea in
the 1850s when his boat was boarded and he was made to walk the plank. This information was written on the back of the original
photograph which was lent to Reg Watkiss by Cordelia Dobson who lived at Vine Cottage and died aged 102 in 1992.
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Above: A busy archive Open Day. In the foreground are two members of the archive committee: Denny Harvey, our whiz kid in
finding archival films to show at open days and Diane Donohue, an expert on family history.

Belonging to Be
19 July 2014
The theme was 'belonging to be...' and we focused on the
people who 'belonged to be' in different parts of Newlyn
at different historical moments. Belonging to be is about
memories and the stories that have been passed down
about the places where people lived, worked and played.
The displays portraying entertainment, local businesses,
and notable local figures offered an opportunity for the
147 visitors to discover how the spirit of Newlyn is
reflected in the lives and work of villagers past and
present.
Right: Visitors enjoyed ‘Friend of the Archive’ Maurice Bishop’s wonderful
collection of photographs, most of which have been copied for the archive.
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When Newlyners walked to Lamorna
3-4 October 2014
It was not surprising that 245 people attended this two day event which coincided with the
annual meeting of the Lamorna Society and included a Friday evening talk by archivist Pam Lomax.
The event was also the culmination of the project to integrate the Lamorna Society Archive into
the Newlyn Archive. The event in the title is the annual pilgrimage made by people from Penzance,
Mousehole and Newlyn to Lamorna on Good Friday, originally a family event involving people with
affiliations to church and chapel.
The main theme was leisure including the many
galas held by Church and Chapel, the early regattas
when the fishermen who raced their luggers to and
from the fishing grounds were equal to the best
sailors in the world, the harbour sports which
included swimming and rowing, the carnivals with
their amazing floats, rugby, singing and the great
Newlyn tradition of amateur dramatics which
stretches from the performances of the Newlyn
Artists Dramatic Society at the end of the nineteenth
century to St Peter’s Players, formed in 1962 and
active today. These leisure events also formed the
basis of the new Archive book, Newlyn at Play 18501950, which was launched at this Open Day.
Left: Children from Newlyn School taking a break at the Open Day
where they were working with Friend of the Archive Margaret Follows.

When the lights went out
November 8 2014
With Remembrance Sunday the following day, this
exhibition was a timely display of wartime
Newlyn. 169 visitors enjoyed the exhibition of
wartime photographs and memorabilia.
The main display focused on the two great wars
of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 with many Newlyn
families represented in both conflicts. Belgian
fishermen kept the fishing going when the Newlyn
fishermen and their boats were requisitioned for
the war effort. During this time Newlyn acted
host to the French and Belgians under the
watchful eye of the French Consular Agent. At
home the women, children and older men
suffered bombs, blackouts and shortages of wartime and were equally heroic.
Right: This visitor gives his full attention to the information and
photos about the home guards at Newlyn
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