
 

NEWLYN ARCHIVE OPEN DAYS AT TRINITY CENTRE  10.00-3.00, 2019 

[1] March 23, 2019 From the Balcony to the Lighthouse. 

 
This Open Day explores the history of the area 
of Newlyn Town South that stretches in an 
almost straight line from the Balcony (once the 
Navy Inn where the press gangs worked), past 
Upper and Lower Green Street, to the old slip 
that led to Hosking’s Sail Loft. This was before 
the South Pier was built with its two light houses 
and internationally famous Tidal Observatory. 
Now an artist occupies the Hosking properties 
and below him is Harvey’s Crab Tanks, but the 
second  light house and  the Tidal Observatory 
are still there and were listed in 2018 as part of 
our Cornish Heritage. 

[2] June 15, 2019. The Shops that have Come and Gone. 
 
Can you help us to identify the shops that 
have been and gone in Newlyn? Once there 
was Elsie Baker, grocer in Jack Lane; Barron’s, 
newsagents in the Strand; Edwards, grocer on 
the corner of St Peter’s Hill; Jelbert, ice cream 
parlour in the Strand; J Reseigh's Grocer's 
shop on the old Quay Slip… and many others. 
Maud’s, on the corner of Trewarveneth and 
Fore Street  was a hub of activity during the 
war, a place where the women met to gossip 
and exchange coupons. Miss Maud Thomas 
who lived at Primrose Terrace had stepped in 
to fill a gap when the previous shop girl, 
Phyllis Chiffers, had eloped suddenly with a 
fisherman!   



 

[3] September 21, 2019. Great Voyages that started at Newlyn. 
2020 will be the 400th anniversary of the 
sailing of the Mayflower to America in 1620. 
Did she stop at Newlyn to pick up fresh water 
because there was cholera at Plymouth? John 
Pollard of Newlyn kept a Journal from 1794-
1795, when his voyage aboard The Lark was 
rudely interrupted by the 44 gun Permoney 
and he was taken prisoner by the French. 
Henry Kelynack also kept a personal log of his 
voyage, on the schooner Queen of the West, 
from Penzance to Buenos Aires In 1851-1852. 
There is an account of ‘crossing the line’ when 
the cook ‘skimmed the cuppers’ and found 

himself ‘in the latitude of pea soup and salt water’. Only two years later in 1854, the  Mystery left Newlyn 
for Australia, reaching Melbourne on 14 March 1855 after a journey of 11,800 nautical miles (21,900 km).  

[4] October 12, 2019. The Sports that put Newlyn into the Limelight 
  
Water sports and 
Rugby must vie with 
each other when it 
comes to sports that 
put Newlyn in the 
limelight.  From the 
earliest times when 
the luggers that won 
the Mounts Bay races 
came from Newlyn to 
the more recent 
acclaim for Helen 
Glover, our Olympic 
heroine, water sports 

have featured in the wider news.  Similarly with Newlyn Rugby. They played their home games on the side 
of a mountain which might have helped their many successes against  unsuspecting opponents. Certainly 
Newlyn had an uncanny knack of beating Penzance.  
 
Another local sport 
was bowling. The first 
wood on Penlee 
Bowling Green was 
played by JJ Hichens in 
1919, the year the club 
was formed and so the 
exhibition celebrates 
its centenary.  


