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The Newlyn Archive 
Review 2018 

2018 was the year when the Archive became  a 
permanent feature in the Square at Newlyn,  The Admiralty 
Boathouse replaced the Post Office in people’s descriptions 
of the area. Our hard-working volunteers continued to 
open on weekdays from 9.30 -12.00 and we have been 
delighted to receive a constant stream of visitors, many 

coming for the first time and becoming Friends of the Archive. It has been a 
year of expansion, and the growing reputation of the archive has resulted in 
many amazing collections being donated to all three archives, Newlyn, Lamorna 
and West Cornwall Art. 

Our most important Archive collection remains an original  collection of 
logbooks that were donated by the Newlyn Harbour Commissioners.  It 
includes Minute books, Accounts Ledgers, Cash books, Bye Laws, Records of 
ships arrivals, Daily Arrivals, Day Books, Dues Ledgers, Finance Ledgers, 
General Accounts, Harbour Dues, Harbour Rentals, Harbour Masters Logs,  
Loan Ledgers, Merchants Ledgers, Offal Accounts, Pilchard Books, Postage 
Books, Quay Committee Minutes, Ships Account and Wages Books that date 
back to 1884 when the 
first commissioners took 
office. For this reason 
alone, the Newlyn 
Archive is of national 
interest. 

 
Right: Newlyn Lighthouse and Tidal 
Observatory © Rebecca Chesney. 

 
The publication of The Newlyn Tidal 
Observatory by the Archive was its 
greatest achievement of 2018. This 
was influential in the decision made 
to give it grade 2 listed status.  
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Rescue at Sea  
Saturday March 24, 2018 

The first Open Day in 2018 celebrated the bravery of RNLI volunteers from 
the late 19th century through to the present day. There were 152 visitors 
some of whom expressed their views in the comments book such as ‘a great 
deal of information I didn't know before’… 'Awe inspiring... the courage… the 
bravery…’. There were some good responses from our younger visitors, one 
nine-year old saying it was 'cool' and buying two books on shipwrecks! In fact, 
the Archive did extremely well on its second-hand book sales, adding £134 to 
its coffers. The Open Day also celebrated the Tesco 'Bags of Help' scheme, set 
up to help  non-profit making organisations such as the Archive. Their 
Community Champion presented the Archive with a handsome cheque for 
£1,140. The representatives spent the rest of the day with us and were able to 
see the importance of work we do and the new grey display boards we were 
able to purchase thanks to their contribution. 
 Below: Committee member Linda Holmes and her daughter Sarah discuss the board about the Ocean 
Pride Restoration Project shown on this Archive Day. The Ocean Pride was the last Peake-built counter 
stern lugger from Newlyn.  
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Getting there and Getting Back 
June 16, 2018 
This Open Day looked at the role of transport in Newlyn business and 
attracted 138 visitors. Once the ‘bummers’, jousters, and fishwives would be 

waiting on the beach for 
the fishing luggers to 
arrive; the jousters used 
horses and carts to take 
the fish to Penzance 
Station, while the 
fishwives loaded their 
cawls to sell more 
locally. Stone from the 
Quarry was taken to the 
stone ships on the South 

Pier on a narrow-gauge railway. It was a Newlyn man, John Matthews 'Jack' 
Hitchens who ran the bus from Mousehole to Penzance. The bus was garaged 
at Tolcarne in a building next to the old bridge which had previously housed 
the horse drawn ‘busses’ that took people to Penzance.  

Families That Were the Backbone of Our Town 
Saturday October 13, 2018 

On the weekend that brought Storm Callum, the Archive held its final Open 
Day of 2018, representing 15 local families. There were 91 visitors, many with 
connections to the families, including a couple from Marazion who came in to 
shelter from the rain to find the wife in one of the photos on display. The 
display began with the story of the voyage of The Mystery and the mariners 
who sailed to Australia in 1854 with lots to learn about the Kelynack and 
Badcock families. There was a wonderful depiction of the basket making Wallis 
family which told the story of father and son including a lovely transcript of an 
original interview and photos of their craft which eventually came to an end in 
1975.  
A colourful series of boards highlighted the artists from Lamorna and the place 
as ‘almost something unworldly’.  

There was also inspiring displays featuring the philanthropic Bolitho family 
and the Batten brothers who played rugby for Newlyn. Finally the blue-eyed 
Harveys described as tall and handsome, featuring photos of Annie, 
grandmother of our own Linda Holmes, brought the exhibition to a close. 
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There were many Major Archive Achievements in 
2018.  
Most important, the Archive has a new computer which is now ‘on-line’ in the 
Boathouse. We have also established a new website, now ably managed by 
Helen Burnham. In August, Friend of the Archive, Frank Iddiols presented and 
mounted an Ordnance Survey Flush Bracket inside the front door of the 
Boathouse – it represents 100 years of Newlyn history. 

There is now a significant film archive that includes film shot by amateurs on 
board Newlyn fishing vessels, and film of Newlyn scenes made both 
professionally and by local people. We have a digital archive of historic 
interviews with Newlyn people. Brian Newton has been formatting and 
editing the digital files using new software bought by the Archive. We now have 
a large wall mounted screen installed at the Boathouse and we can 'take the 
show on the road' by using the new projector and screen. We aim to take the 
Archive out into the community to schools, village halls and retirement homes.  

At the time of going to press Friends of the Archive total 470. In 2018 
income from annual and life friendship amounted to £1,065.00. Friends elect a 
committee to manage the archive but many of them help by cataloguing new 
material, opening the Boathouse, helping with Open Days and doing research. 
Friends’ subscriptions are the Archive’s only regular income.  

We are very grateful to the 
generosity of our sponsors, 
including Cornwall Council 
and Penzance Council. Tesco 
sponsorship was mentioned 
earlier, but their generous 
contribution was outdone by 
the Community Fund Team 
from our local Coop. On 
Saturday 24 November they 
invited members of the 
Archive to join them to 
celebrate the final pay-out (£9639.80) from the recent round of funding 
sponsored by the Coop and aimed at making a difference in its local 
communities. The Archive is grateful for the money we have received which 
we will use to improve the way we share our resources with the community. 
Do look at the website http://newlynarchive.org.uk/ 


