
Newlyn Archive Open Days 2020 
The Open Days are held at Trinity Centre, Chywoone Hill, Newlyn, in the main hall from 
10am-3pm. There is an exhibition and other material to view related to the theme of the 
exhibition. You can view films on the theme of the exhibition and listen to taped interviews 
where available. There are experts on hand to help you investigate the archive and your 
family history. There are activities for children, a second-hand book sale, a raffle, and tea 
and coffee is available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friend of the Archive,  Maurice Bishop holding large fish at the fish market. 

Saturday, March 21, 2020  
10am-3pm  
Trades to do with Fishing.  

Once, the main occupation in Newlyn was fishing. As well as working on the fishing boats, fishing 
provided jobs for many men and women on shore. In this exhibition of archive material we look at what 
happened to the fish when it was brought into Port. It was the job of the fish dealers to distribute the catch. 
For many this was an unpredictable occupation and there was much poverty amongst the jousters and fish 
wives who helped deal with the catch in the early days. The main dealers were better off and had premises 
in the harbour and contracts for the export of their fish, but even these were subject to the weather and if 
the catch was too large or too small there was hardship.  

The Fish Market was an important hub of activity for the fish dealers and the improvement of the harbour 
facilities through time was important to the commercial success of the fish business. One important trade 
was exporting pilchards to Italy on the famous Bird Boats. About 30 of these were run by the General Steam 
Navigation Company and many called at Newlyn with names like Stork, Heron, Albatross, Raven and Lapwing. 
This trade also supported the many fish cellars in Newlyn where the women of the family could find jobs. 
There were also some factories associated with the fish trade. Who remembers Shippam's Pilchard and 
Tomato paste which was produced in Newlyn? Come and find out more or come and add to our information. 



 
Saturday, June 20, 2020  
10am-3pm 
Women Artists of the Early Colony at Newlyn and Lamorna   

Which women artists associated with Newlyn appear in the Art Archive? We look at the women artists 
born between 1800-1879 (Artists 1) and 1880-1919 (Artists 3). There are few in the first category, but we 
include Elizabeth Forbes 1859-1912, Caroline Gotch 1854-1945, Laura Knight 1877-1970 and Isabel Leader. 
There are more women artists in the second category, due to many of them being students at the Forbes 
School of Painting. Here we have  Ithell Colquhoun 1906-1998, Madge Fawkes 1881-1932, Jill Garnier 1890-
1966, Hannah Gluckstein 1895-1978, EM Handyside, Eleanor Hughes 1882-1959, Mornie Kerr 1904-1990, 
Marlow Moss 1889-1958, Maudie Palmer, Dod Procter 1890-1972 and Ruth Simpson 1889-1964. We look at 
where these artists lived, what they painted and who modelled for them. 

Saturday, September 26, 2020  
10am-3pm 
Trades other than those associated with Fishing. 

In this Open Day we look at various shops and businesses that give an indication of the many trades that 
were associated with Newlyn but not directly with fishing such as barrels, pots, baskets, ropes, bottle tops 
and stonework. 

Historically, Boat building was an important trade, and there were a number of well-known Boatbuilders 
like Peake operating from Newlyn. Quarrying was also well established. Stone was used for local purposes 
but was also exported. This gave business to the Harbour, which was well known for  the Stoneboats, with 
names often ending in ‘Brooke’ such as Devonbrooke, Dorsetbrooke, Warwickbrooke and Leicesterbrooke.   
The harbour was also involved in shipping many other materials like cement blocks and clay. Also boats 
would discharge their cargos in the harbour including flowers. 

 Because Newlyn has always been associated with arts and crafts, these provided trades. Cryséde once 
had its headquarters in Newlyn. Pottery was also a lively trade and Newlyn had some of the finest potteries 
of its time associated with names like Brough, Celtic, Lane, Leach, Leaper, Picard, Tremaen and Troika.  
Mining was important historically. Many Newlyn men worked in the mines at St Just. There were also once 
local mines like Wheal Betsy, Wheal Henry and the mine at Wherry town. Many trades survived mining to 
do with copper and tin as part of the work of the Newlyn Industrial Classes which were started by the early 
artists to alleviate local hardship. 

 
Stone boat being loaded at the South Pier. Photo from Pete Joseph 


